CHAPTER XXV1I1

POLAND UNDliK WLSUPSRI

THE frontiers of Poland were now settled, and two years
after the signature of the Versailles Treaty the resurrected
nation was at last at peace, Many problems faced the
new State, and not the least the task o! creating u system
of constitutional government, founded upon the prin-
ciples of liberty, equal suffrage, and democracy. For
a century and a half, a period during which the world
had seen the rise of the great democracies of the West,
the industrial revolution, the transfer of power from
hereditary landowning classes, first to the commercial
middle class, and ultimately, in some countries, to the
peasants and trade unions, Poland hiul lain bound and
silent under the heel of the last champions of despotic
rule in Europe. The collapse of these despotisms had
liberated Poland. But the very duration, subtlety, and
harshness of the rule of the oppressor had left the new
State crippled at birth, inexperienced in popular govern*
mcnt, in administration, in the problems of industry,
social reform, finance, and political economy. The land
had been overrun for four years by tluec armies, and the
two years after the war had been years of straggle,
unsettlemcnt, famine, disease, and invasion, An admin-
istration had to be created out of the ruins of the three
imperial bureaucracies which had governed Poland,
Land had to be given to starving peasants inflamed by
the great revolutionary experiment* in agrarian reform